
Upcoming Events 

11/08—Presbyterian Women, 10am 

11/13—PW Quilting, 10am 

11/15—PCOR Men’s Group, 8:30am 

11/16—A Choral Afternoon, 2pm 

11/20—ZOOM Book Club, 2:30pm 

11/22—Beading Group, 9:30am 

11/25—Session Meets, 6pm 

11/27—Thanksgiving Day, Office closed 

12/03—Wrap/Rap Youth Christmas Party, 5pm 

12/06—Sacred Space, 5pm 

12/11—PW Quilting, 10am 

12/12—Parents’ Night Out, 5:30pm 

12/13—Presbyterian Women, 10am 

12/14—Caroling in Care homes, 3pm / Potluck & Gift 
Exchange at the Morgans, 5:30pm  

12/18—ZOOM Book Club, 2:30pm  

12/20—PCOR Men’s Group, 8:15am 

12/21—Christmas Concert, 4pm 

12/23—Session Meets, 6pm 

12/24—Christmas Eve Candlelight Carols, 7pm 

12/25—Christmas Day, Office closed 

12/27—Beading Group, 9:30am 

12/31—New Year’s Eve, office closed 
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Holy Night 

Merry Christmas  
from Church of the Roses  



A FINAL WORD FROM PASTOR CINDY 







None of this growth and revitalization of PCOR could have happened without the grace 

of God and a very talented board of Deacons and Session. Thanks be to God for this 

amazing group of disciples who go above and beyond for the Church Of The Roses!" 



Continuing God’s Work — One Creature at a Time  

After retiring, Norm and I will enjoy some 
“animal rescue” volunteer work with God’s fur-
ry creatures at Goatlandia. (Below is a photo 
taken at the Blessing of the Animals on October 
8th.)  We will also continue to support NAMI 
Sonoma County. We pray you all will continue 
onward and upward with God’s blessed minis-
tries at PCOR! We believe it is the best church 
in the whole USA and beyond! 

Love, Cindy and Norm 

 

Fall into Fellowship! 
As we enter the fall season, our church is buzzing with activities — and 

there’s a place for you to be part of it! 
 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who has helped make our Fellowship 
Hour special over the past few months: 
 
Sheldon Erkkila, Linda Lance, Rhonda & Dennis Darrow, Susan Boden, 
Cindy Goede, Deborah & Dennis 

Baker, Ellen Bowen, Barb Basham, Linda Burille, Robert & Marjorie Cortez, Raven 
Duchscherer, Dorothy LeCel, Mia Krause, Ellen Marks, Judith Moore, Carole & 
Gene Michel, Joy & Lindsay Olsen, Diane Osten, Nita Pinney, Catherine & Bob 
Priestley, Cecile Coar, and Ron & Sandy Dodge. 
 
Your dedication—setting up, cleaning up, bringing snacks, and making coffee—
keeps our community warm and welcoming each week.  
 
Want to join in? Sign up for a Sunday and be part of the fellowship! 



On June 18, the Fellowship Committee rec-
ognized the Christian Ed Committee for 
their service to both children’s and adult 

Christian Education for the church.  Some of the thins the Christian Ed 
Committee does for the church is oversee the Sunday school pro-
gram, VBS in the summer, and hosts weekly Bible studies.   

The Personnel Committee was recognized by Fellowship on August 
24.  Personnel is key to managing the Church employees, approving 
hiring of any new employees, and is key to finding a transitional pastor 

with Pastor Cindy’s retirement.  
We appreciate their contribu-
tion to the operations of our 
Church. 

While we neglected to take photos, 
the Fellowship Committee along with 

Scouts of America and Girl 
Scouts provided food and drink 
for our annual picnic on August 
10.  Over 75 participants enjoyed 
hamburgers, hot dogs and veggie 
burgers along with all the sides 
and fixings of a wonderful picnic.  
Thank you to all who came and 
enjoyed the food and fellowship. 

On September 27, the Fellowship Com-
mittee along with other volunteers host-

ed our Fall Festival.  Live entertainment was provided by the Sonoma County 
Children’s Choir, Tyehimba Kokoyi West African Drum and 6th Street Play-
house.  We also had a photobooth, raffle, silent auction, and wine pull as well 
as wine and champagne tasting.  Lots of fun was had by all attendees and we 
raised close to $7,000 for the church’s outreach programs.   

Our very own Nita Pinney turned 100 on October 10.  On October 5, we had a 
special celebration to recognize this special milestone.  A very happiest of 
birthday wishes to Nita!  



Pastor Cindy visited the breakfast pro-
gram to thank the Friday team and to 
wish the students a Happy Halloween! 

Trunk or Treat Fun at PCOR! 

The Church of the Roses parking lot was full of festive fun at this year’s Trunk or Treat 2025! 

Families, friends, and neighbors gathered for an evening of candy, creativity, and community. 

Colorful trunks were decked out with pumpkins, lights, and joyful themes — and our young-

est visitors showed off their best costumes as they made their way from car to car. The laugh-

ter, music, and smiles reminded us all 

that fellowship can be sweet in more ways 

than one! 

A big thank you to everyone who decorat-

ed, donated treats, and helped make the 

event such a delightful success. Until next 

year — keep that Halloween spirit shining 

bright! 



A Fond Farewell to Pastor Cindy & Norm 



THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Dear Members and Friends of PCOR, 

 

This year, our stewardship theme reminds us of the steady rhythm of grace that carries us: Faithful God, 

Faithful People, Faithful Promise. 

 

God has always been faithful to us—guiding, providing, and sustaining this church through seasons of joy 

and challenge alike. For over 73 years, the Church of the Roses has stood as a beacon of that faithfulness, 

offering worship, comfort, and service to our community. Through your generosity, our ministries have con-

tinued to reach those in need, nurture children and youth, and open our doors to countless community 

groups who find hope and belonging here such as the Scouts (formerly The Boy Scouts), Girl Scouts, 4-H, AA, 

Cantiamo choir, Threshold choir, Korean Presbyterian Church, Spiritual Enrichment Center, Rosebud Pre-

school, MHS Breakfast Program, and the Council on Aging. This year PCOR also sent a mission team of 19 

individuals in June to serve in Kenya at the ByGrace Children’s Home! 

 

As God’s people, we are invited to respond to His faithfulness with our own. Each pledge is a promise of 

faith, an act of trust that God will continue to provide as we give back in gratitude. 

 

The apostle Paul reminds us, “God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, 

having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:8) When we give from the 

heart, we participate in God’s overflowing grace, becoming channels of His blessing to others. 

 

We invite you to prayerfully consider your pledge for 2026 as a step of faith—a faithful promise rooted in 

trust that God, who has been faithful in the past, will be faithful still. Please fill out the Pledge Card included 

and place in the offering plate at an upcoming Sunday service or mail into the church office. (All pledge cards 

are confidential between you and God and the church finance department). Your support sustains the minis-

tries that make our church a living expression of Christ’s love in Santa Rosa and beyond. 

 

Thank you for your steadfast faith, generosity, and partnership in the Gospel. May we continue walking for-

ward together — faithful to the One who has always been faithful to us. 

 

With gratitude and love in Christ, 

 
The Finance Committee 
(Anthony Lim, chair; Barb Basham; Linda Burille; Ron Dodge; Linda Lance; Dave Nelson; Kim Seamans; and 
Nancy Morgan) 



From the Director of Music …  

The choir continues to read through the new music I 

bring in … they’re being very gracious about learning 

all these new pieces!  The world is full of gorgeous mu-

sic, and we want to give you a variety!  We are also 

busy preparing our Christmas Concert music – this con-

cert is part of our Roses Signature Concert Series and it 

will be held on Sunday, December 21st at 4:00 p.m.  The 

men’s quartet “Four For His Glory” will once again be 

featured, plus a variety of soloists.  We hope you’ll 

want to put this one on your calendars!! This is a great 

time to join a choir – the music is so wonderful!  Please 

keep the choir and/or Bellissimo in mind if you’re look-

ing for a fun activity that keeps your brain working at 

high speed! Just find me on any Sunday or send me an 

email: carol@churchoftheroses.org   

 

The Roses Signature Concert Series is off to a great start 

this season! On Sunday, October 12th, we had Bennett 

Friedmann and his wonderful Jazz Quartet, and Sun-

day, November 2nd Marilyn Thompson and I gave a Vo-

cal Recital featuring the songs of Debussy, Brahms, 

Strauss and Sheldon.  Next in the series we have the 

singers from Maria Carrillo High School with Gail Bow-

ers directing on Sunday, November 16th at 2:00 p.m.   

Below is a list of concerts on the upcoming Roses Signa-

ture Concert Series through December.  All concerts 

will take place in the church sanctuary. 

 

Sunday, November 16 at 2:00 p.m.   

 Maria Carrillo High School Choirs in Concert 

  Gail Bowers, Director 

 

Sunday, December 21 at 4:00 p.m.    

 A Christmas Concert ~ featuring the Roses 

Chancel Choir, Soloists & the 

Four For His Glory men’s quartet. 

 

I want to also make sure you add this to your 

holiday calendars!!!  Some of you may know that, after 

40 years, I have stepped down as Artistic Director of the 

Santa Rosa Children’s Choral Academy, but we have a 

new (and very talented!) Director, Kira Bombace, who 

comes to us with years of experience directing choirs. I 

will remain on the Board of Directors and forever be 

cheering from the wings!  Please come out to support 

this wonderful group of young singers. 

 

Monday, December 8 at 5:30 p.m. 

“Holly, Jolly!”  A Concert of Winter Music  

Santa Rosa Children’s Choral Academy  

Kira Bombace, Artistic Director As Debussy is 

known as a composer whose music is governed by poet-

ry and Verlaine is known as a poet whose verse is gov-

erned by music, it should come as no surprise that when 

the music of Debussy combined with the poetry of Ver-

laine, the result was musical beauty. 

mailto:carol@churchoftheroses.org


October 4th was a beautiful day for the Blessing of 
the Animals at Goatlandia. Several members 
brought pets for individual blessings and we cele-
brated God’s gift of animals and all of nature with 
scripture and song. 
 
That same day we gathered for Sacred Space. It was 
the last Sacred Space with Pastor Cindy. We will 
continue to meet every first Saturday of the month 
with Chris, Nate, Steve and Kristina at 5 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Faith & Blue Sunday on October 12 included a sur-
prise honor for Pastor Cindy from the Santa Rosa City 
Council, the SRPD and the Faith Based Organization led by 
Reverend Adam Peacock.  
 
 
The Scouts also honored Pastor Cindy with a signed scarf 
to thank her for support of our chartered Troop 135.  
 
 

Thanksgiving Sunday is November 23rd. Once again, we can take the opportunity to share our bounty 
by bringing non-perishable food items for Redwood Empire Food Bank. We will have containers marked for 
this purpose in the Narthex and Campbell Court November 9, 16 and 23. Advent begins November 30th. If you 
can join us after worship that day, the Worship Committee would love your help in beginning to decorate the 
sanctuary for Christmas. We will again exhibit nativity scenes from around the world. If you would like to loan 
one for this display, please label it with your name and its origin and bring it to the sanctuary. 
  Please check the Mail Chimp, bulletins and announcements for information about Advent Devotions, 

donating poinsettias and other activities in which to participate. Our pastoral leadership is in transition, but our 

mission to worship and serve God is unchanged. With hope, joy, peace and love we prepare for the birth of our 

Savior.  

 Charlotte Finney, Elder chair 



 

The Membership Committee recently gath-
ered at Pastor Cindy’s home to celebrate the 
many wonderful new members who have 
joined the Church of the Roses this year! 
What a joy to see our church family growing 
in faith, love, and service. 

In addition to welcoming new faces, the com-
mittee also represented our church at the 
NAMI Walk in Howarth Park, sharing mental 
health resources and showing our communi-
ty that the Church of the Roses truly cares. 

Together, we continue to walk in faith —  And 
walk for hope!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Membership Moments: Growing in Faith and Fellowship 

A Legacy of Faith on the Airwaves 

Our partnership with KSRO Radio continues to shine! Tune in every Sunday morning at 7:00 AM 

and 7:30 AM to hear inspir-

ing sermons from the Church 

of the Roses. 

KSRO first broadcast the con-

struction of our church back 

in 1952, and more than sev-

enty years later, they remain 

a steadfast friend and voice 

of faith in our community. 

What a beautiful testament to 

enduring partnership and 

God’s continued blessings 

through the airwaves! 

 

Check out the station’s Call Sign on the microphone. 



Volunteers are NEEDED!  

We need more Breakfast Angels to keep our 
breakfast club going every day of the school 
year! Please plan to give of your time one day of 
the week from 6:30am to 8:30am with cleanup 
after either on a weekly basis or as a substitute 
when needed. Mondays and Wednesdays are 
most in need.  

Call the church office and speak to Raven for 
more information: 707-542-4272.  

PCOR MEN’S GROUP 

Mark your calendar for November 15th and 
December 20th  – two dates filled with ca-
maraderie and connection. 

On Saturday mornings, we gather to savor a 
delicious breakfast, and everyone is wel-
come to join in the preparation, indul-
gence, and clean-up. These moments are 
where connections thrive, and bonds grow 
stronger. 

Embrace this opportunity to create new 
friendships and enrich existing ones. In 
the heartwarming embrace of our group, 
you'll find a community that uplifts and 
inspires. 

Join us on this journey of camaraderie and 
friendship. We can't wait to share laugh-
ter and memories with you. See you there! 

Men’s Group Welcomes 
Inspiring Guest 

 
The Men’s Group came out in 
full force to hear Stephen Mbogo 
share his powerful story of 
growing up in Kenya. Stephen is 
the co-founder, with his wife, of 
the ByGrace Children’s Home and 
currently serves as President of 
African Enterprise International. 
His journey of faith and service 
deeply inspired everyone pre-
sent. 



Church and World 
 





Deacons Report 
                The Giving Tree Is Back!  

The Deacons are thrilled to announce the return of our be-
loved Giving Tree Project — a Church of the Roses tradition 
for more than 25 years! 

This season, we’ll once again share the joy of Christmas 
by providing gifts to local seniors and children in need. 
Last year, your generosity touched the lives of over 75 
people — let’s make this year even brighter! 

How to Participate: 
Stop by our table in Bowen Hall after the service on No-
vember 30 or December 7 to choose a tag from the tree 

and sign up to 
be a Giving 
Angel. 

Thank you, 
Church family, for continuing to share love, warmth, 
and hope through this beautiful tradition.  

The Deacons hosted a warm and welcoming display 
at the Committee Showcase—complete with deli-
cious treats lovingly prepared by Mia! 

Warm Greetings from Rosebud, 
Fall is officially here, and our Rosebuddies have been busy exploring all things 
autumn; falling leaves, co lor changes, apples, pumpkins, and just the 
right amount of spooky fun! 
Our Trunk-or-Treat was a spooktacular success! Thank you to everyone who 
joined us. It was an honor to have Pastor Cindy and her husband Norm there 
as one of their final community events before her retirement and their move 
to Scotland. We wish them every blessing, good health, joy, and grand adven-
tures ahead! 
As Thanksgiving approaches, we’re leaning into themes of thankfulness, grati-
tude, and community. Since the first day of school, our children and teachers 
have been building a classroom culture filled with friendship, sharing, and 
caring and we can’t wait to carry that warmth into the holidays. 

Save the Date: Winter Potluck & Craft Night  
Wednesday, December 4 • 5:00–7:00 PM 
Join us for delicious food, cozy crafts, and 
good company! This event is open to our 
Rosebud families, the community, and 
church members. A perfect evening to con-
nect and create together. 
We will also be hosting a small fundraiser to 
help our school navigate rising costs and 
lower enrollment. Your presence: familiar 
faces and new friends alike makes a real 
difference. We hope to see you there! 
With gratitude, 
 
The Rosebud Preschool Team  



PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

I want to give you an update on where we are in hiring a Transitional Pastor.  The Personnel 
committee has been hard at work interviewing possible candidates for the position.  We want to 
hire someone as quickly as possible, but we don’t want to rush the process.  We want to hire 
someone who will be the best fit to lead us during this transitional period.  
 
The Presbyterian church has never had the reputation of doing anything quickly, we are a very 
deliberate group of people. In many ways the pace we take to make important decisions can be 
frustrating. Once our transitional Pastor is in place hopefully around the first of the year it will 
probably take us 18 months to 2 years to hire a permanent pastor.  At times we will wonder why 
is it taking so long. We will need to remind ourselves that good things take time.  It took about 2 
years for the committee that hired Cindy to find her.  But I think we all will agree it was well 
worth the wait. 
 
Some of you may feel uneasy on not having a regular pastor for several months.  Rest assured 
that I will be available as well as the Deacons. If you have any pastoral needs in the next few 
months call the church office or you can call me on my cell 
phone at 707-484-4189. Don’t hesitate to call if a need arises.  
 
We have some wonderful guest preachers scheduled through 
Christmas eve.  We will get to hear our own Anthony Lim 
preach on Sunday November 9th.  Rev. Dr. Stewart Perrilliat will 
preach on November 16th. I know we have all enjoyed hearing 
Stewart in the past.  I’ll be preaching on November 23rd.  
 
We will have Judy Slater leading us through Advent. Judy has 
preacher several times at Roses and she is excited to be with us 
during advent.  
 
So please come to come to 
worship.  
 
Chris Rhodes 
Chair of Personnel.  
 

The church and preschool staff enjoy 
celebrating one another’s birthdays! 



 

 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

The regular Adult Bible Study group will continue to share together “The Chosen – Season One” every 
Wednesday at 7:00 PM on Zoom, ending with the final 
episode on November 12.   

We will take a brief hiatus, and then resume again with 
Advent study, sharing together over three nights the 
movie “The Chosen – Holy Nights”, on December 3, 10, 
and 17th. 

We look forward to joining us.  If you need the Zoom link, 
please contact Linda Burille, who will be leading the 
studies. 

Christian Education Committee 

 
The kids are having a blast in Sunday school with our new teacher, Teddie Neyman. Teddie has 
brought a fresh and exciting new style to our Sunday school program which everyone, kids and 
adults included, are loving! Teddie is leveraging new learning tools including a comic-book style bible 
which really resonates with the children, and she has implemented a structured lesson plan which be-
gins with a prayer, focusses on scripture, and is reinforced with a craft project.  

Another new development in our youth program is that our children, along with Sunday school staff 
and volunteers, have began partaking in communion in the sanctuary along with the entire congrega-
tion. This is a wonderful change that allows our youth to experience the power of unity while honor-
ing Jesus’s sacrifice as an entire church community.  

Announcement: Parents Night Out! 

Are you a caregiver to children ages 2-11 who needs a couple extra hours to wrap up some holiday 
shopping, or connect with friends over the holidays? Well, send your kiddos to our next PNO on De-
cember 12th from 5:30-7:30! Space is limited, and spots fill up fast. Register your children no later 
that December 10th by contacting Amber at the preschool, (707) 544-8600 or  rosebudpre-
school@sonic.net. 

Get Involved! 

We are always looking for more volunteers to work with our youth. If you are interested, please  reach 
out to Jill Bryant, Co-Chair of Christian Education, Youth.  



SESSION NOTES – SEPTEMBER, 2025 
 

SESSION ACTION: 
• Approved expenditure of up to $4,000 to engage Nemesis Fire to replace approximately 26 fire sup-

pression sprinkler heads. 
• Approved DJ Kellum and Charlotte Benton as new members, by affirmation of faith.  DJ and Char-

lotte, along with Lydia Dehn, were recognized by the congregation on 10-19-25. 
• Approved the painting of a mural by our Girl Scout Troop outside the doors to the south entrance to 

Bowen Hall.  (Note:  The painting was done on Sunday, 10/19, and it is beautiful!  Check it out.) 
 

SESSION REPORTS: 
Deacons:  $500 each donated to FISH, the Redwood Empire Food Bank, and the Redwood Gospel Mis-
sion 
Pastor:  Pastor Cindy held a Blessing of the Animals on Saturday, 10/4 at Goatlandia, followed by a tour 
of the facility.  More than 10 from the congregation attended.  Cindy also noted that “Faith & Blue” would 
be recognized by a visit from SRPD Chief John Cregan and dept. representatives to the congregation 
on Sunday, 10-19-25;   
Fellowship:  The “safari”-themed Fall Festival was held 09-27-25; financial results to be reported at Oct. 
Session meeting on 10-28-25. 
Nominating: Chair Diane Osten said that Session members to lead Fellowship Coffee Hour, and Build-
ing & Grounds committees are being sought.  2 to 3 Deacons may also be needed. 
Personnel:  Chair Chris Rhodes reported that the Interim Pastor Nominating Committee would be inter-
viewing 2 possible candidates in the coming weeks. 
Worship:  Sunday, October 5 we will be celebrating World Wide Communion 
Membership:  Chair Kim Seamans noted that another volunteer to help man the information table at the 
Nami Walk on 11-1-25 is needed. 
 
Linda Burille, Clerk of Session 



 

The Beading Group 

Meets Every 4th Saturday at 9:30 AM 
Bowen Hall 

Come for the craft, stay for the connection.  
All are welcome! 



 If you or someone you know is being abused (and they are under 18 years 
old), call: 707-565-4304.  

If you suspect Elder Abuse, call the hotline:  
707-565-5940. 

Your report can be anonymous, the call is  
CONFIDENTIAL. 

You might be saving a life or connecting the family to resources they need. 
BLESS YOU! 

Grateful Hearts, Faithful 
Living: Alternative 
Thanksgiving Ideas  

Thanksgiving is more than a 
meal — it’s a chance to live out 
our faith through gratitude, com-
passion, and mindful celebration.  

This thoughtful guide offers 
ways to make your holiday more 
meaningful — from choosing 
foods that honor God’s creation 
to extending hospitality and love 
beyond your table. 

Discover fresh ways to celebrate 
with purpose! 
 

Click the image or scan the QR 
code to read “Alternative 
Thanksgiving Ideas.” 

https://www.churchoftheroses.org/wp-content/uploads/Thanksgiving-enough-for-everyone-1.pdf


     

PRAYER REQUESTS 

THOSE WITH HEALTH ISSUES 

Greg Basham 
Jeff Basham 
Jim Bauer 
Barbara Blinn 
Diana Burdick 
Joyce Cairns  
Marjorie Cortez 
Guy Cottle 
Marshall Cowden  
Dave Davis 
Eldon Davis  
Yvonne Draper 
Robert Flandermeyer 
Phil Henry 
Christine Joyner 
Macey Luu Kellam 
Chris Ledwick 

Marina  
Vivian Mazeski 
Gene Michel   
Lesley Pillsbury 
Nita Pinney 
Nancy Rada 
Elizabeth Schulz 
Priscilla Scott  
Fred Staiger 
Marsha Stizman 
Lynne Vandercook 
Darlene Volkman 
Betty Witchey-Ryer   
Naomi Welcome 
Irene Williams 
Dr. Bob Yee 

 THOSE SERVING IN OUR MILITARY 

Coast Guard Commander Ian Alloway Culver in 
Washington D.C – Headquarters, Col. 

David Trowbridge, M.D. with the Air Force 
Reserve, those aboard the USS Midway CVS 

Colossians 3: 12-17 
 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy 
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentle-
ness and patience. Bear with each other 
and forgive one another if any of you has 
a grievance against someone. Forgive as 
the Lord forgave you. And over all these 
virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity.  
 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, since as members of one body 
you were called to peace. And be thank-
ful. Let the message of Christ dwell 
among you richly as you teach and ad-
monish one another with all wisdom 
through psalms, hymns, and songs from 
the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude 
in your hearts. And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him.   

 Thank you and God bless you! 



CHURCH OF THE ROSES WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES  
FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE 

 


