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COME TO THE BANQUET! 
 

 
 

Scripture:  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 

some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are in prison, as though 

you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were 

being tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; 

for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love of money, and 

be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6So we 

can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to 

me?” 
7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their 

way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  

15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips 

that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 

sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

 Luke 14:1, 7-14 
1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on 

the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 

7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8“When you 

are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case 

someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who invited 

both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you 

would start to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest 
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place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will 

be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves 

will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 

invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite 

you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for 

you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

This is the Word of the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 



COME TO THE BANQUET 

 The church I served for seven years in 

Morristown, New Jersey was just two blocks 

away from the Morris County Prosecutor’s 

Office in Morris County New Jersey where I 

had worked for three years. I kept in touch 

with my ex-coworkers, the police detectives 

and prosecutors, so whenever they had some 

sort of ceremony, Veteran’s Day, 911 

memorial services, Martin Luther King, Jr. 

holiday gatherings, and 4th of July 

celebrations, they would invite me to 

represent the clergy of the town and start out 

the ceremonies with an invocation and give 

the closing benediction.  

 For some who didn’t know me, I think 

they were surprised to see a woman with a 

collar in a suit sitting up beside the chief 

prosecutor, the mayor, and other dignitaries 

of the town. I never counted myself as 

worthy of sitting up in the front row or front 

table presiding over the gathering. But that 

was my role. So I always waited for the 

prosecutor’s office manager, who organized 

the seating, to show me where to sit. I never 

wanted to assume I should be up front every 

time so I always checked in with him first 

before I sat down.  

 If I had not done this, and for some 

reason there was a different plan, I didn’t 

want to be embarrassed about having to 

move. Children growing up in Iowa are 

taught to be courteous and humble. 

 

DO NOT ASSUME 

 Jesus warns us in this parable today 

about not assuming we deserve to be seated 

in a place of honor. Entitlement is not a holy 

quality.  

 
In fact, the way of Christ is the 

humble way. Always assume you 
are not to be in the seat of honor. 

Then if you are asked to move up to 
it, you will be blessed.  

But otherwise if you are asked to 
move back, you will be disgraced. 

That is smart teaching, right?  
This is one of those parenting  

tips Jesus gives us to teach  
our children so they learn  
the value of humility, too. 

 

SITTING IN THE WRONG PEW 

 This story today is a perfect lesson to 

apply to the news last April. The New York 

Daily News headline read: Man Shot to 

Death in Church for Sitting in the Wrong 

Pew.  

 At first I thought it was a hoax article 

just meant to be funny. But it was real.  

 A twenty-seven year old young man, 

Robert Braxton, was killed in the Keystone 

Fellowship Church in Montgomeryville, 

Pennsylvania in a dispute over seats in a 
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pew that were reserved with Bibles laid on 

them. 

 When he was told that he needed to 

move because the Bibles that he thought 

were placed there to read were reserving 

seats for someone else. You can imagine he 

was a bit put out because this was a church 

and he was just sitting there reading his own 

Bible when he was told to get up and move. 

Robert Braxton reacted in a very angry way 

but the Associate Pastor and a woman of the 

church went to his side and calmed him. But 

then, church member, Mark Storms, his real 

name, got involved even though Braxton 

had already calmed down and began to 

move on his own. But Storms still pulled out 

his gun. Braxton yelled, “Are you going to 

shoot me?” He swung at Storms and Storms 

fired two shots into Braxton which killed 

him immediately.  

 Mark Storms had a history of responding 

to situations by showing his gun. Months 

earlier in another altercation in the church 

that did not involve Braxton, Storms had 

raised his gun but was clamed down before 

he could shoot. Members of the Keystone 

Church knew Storms concealed a loaded 

gun in church. Pennsylvania law allows 

concealed loaded weapons in church.  

WHAT WOULD JESUS DO? 

 What would Jesus do? What does Jesus 

think of this whole situation? Christ always 

taught that humility is the path to follow. 

Christ would have allowed Braxton to sit in 

that pew even if there were two others 

planning to sit there with him. Always, 

always act humble first in any situation to 

defuse it. That is how the majority of 

misunderstandings and hot headed situations 

are defused. Adding the presence of a gun 

just escalates the problem, but so does 

getting mad about being in the wrong seat. If 

Braxton had humbly moved without arguing 

he still may have been alive today. Yet 

many people get tired of being discriminated 

against and told they have to move to the 

back of the bus. Braxton might have been 

responding with what’s called “harassment 

fatigue.” 

DISCRIMINATION FATIGUE 

 Do you have any friends with a different 

skin color? Have they ever told you what it’s 

like to be treated based on the color of their 

skin? 

 An eighty-one year old friend of mine 

named Mary taught me about harassment 

fatigue, or sometimes it is called 

discrimination fatigue.  

 Despite being a woman of substance, 

Mary got tired once in awhile about the 

subtle and not so subtle discrimination she 

suffered almost daily. One day she 

explained her pain to me so I would 

understand. She said it varied. Sometimes it 

was in the form of people talking to her as if 

she was a child rather than a grown educated 

woman.  

 Other-times it was a waiter or waitress 

obviously taking extra, extra long to wait on 

her table. Other times she felt it when the 

store clerk finished helping everyone else at 

the counter before she finally turned her 

eyes upon Mary who had been kept waiting 

a long time even though she had stepped up 

to the cashier before the others.  

 

Mary had two master’s degrees, 
she spoke with eloquence, dressed 
to the nines, and still she suffered 
discrimination too often in modern 

Morristown, New Jersey. 
 

 I met Mary through my work at the 

Prosecutor’s Office. Her son, my co-worker, 

was the first African American to be 

appointed as a judge for the Morris County 

Court system, just four years before. It took 

two-hundred-eighty-three years for Morris 

County to get a judge who was black; out of 

twenty-one judges, Michael is the only 

African American. Mary was so very proud 
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him. Her three children are two lawyers and 

one doctor. 

  And yet she still has to go through daily 

life never confident she will receive the 

same respect others who have lighter skin 

receive.  

 I told Mary how sad I was to learn what 

it was like for her having to go through the 

discrimination still in today’s advanced 

society.  

 She sadly said, “Oh, you get used to it.”  

THE WAY OF JESUS 

 If everyone followed the way of Jesus, 

she would not have to get used to it and 

gracefully endure such disrespect.  

 Jesus tells us in this parable today that 

we should all be inviting not the wealthy, 

not the ones like us, not the higher status 

people to the banquet. But we are to invite 

the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the 

blind. And as a result we will be blessed.  

 I was and still feel blessed by my 

friendship with Mary. She isn’t poor or lame 

or blind. But our society cripples people of 

color and now she is physically crippled, 

too, with terrible back pain. Emotional pain 

often leads to physical pain and crippling. 

 I believe we cripple people more often 

through neglect rather than intentionally like 

the shooting by Mark Storms. But when we 

allow anyone to be crippled, we are also 

crippling ourselves.  

 The Keystone Church in Pennsylvania 

will now forever be known as the “church 

where a person was killed for sitting in the 

wrong pew.”   

 I hope our church will be known as a 

place of nurturing all God’s children, 

especially the less fortunate who are 

suffering. And when we do this, we end up 

blessing ourselves at the same time.   Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction:  
 C.S. Lewis said, “The Church 
exists for nothing else but to draw 
people into Christ, to make them 
little Christs. If they are not doing 
that, then all the cathedrals, clergy, 
missions, sermons, even the Bible 
itself, are simply a waste of time, 
because God became human for no 
other purpose.”  
 So go and be a little Christ out 
into the world. 
 “Do good and share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God.” And “when you 
give a banquet or dinner, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, and 
the blind. And you will be blessed.” 
 If you are interested in 
preparing such a banquet for those 
in need in our region this October, 
let me know. I have a plan. 
 And may the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of God and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and forever more. 
Amen 
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