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WE LOVE THE UNDERDOGS 
 

 
 

Scripture:  Jeremiah 23:23-29 

2 Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 24Who can hide in secret places so that I 

cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. 25I have heard what the 

prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” 26How 

long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the 

deceit of their own heart? 27They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell 

one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the 

dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with 

wheat? says the LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock 

in pieces?  

 Hebrews 11:29-34, 12:1-2 
29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians 

attempted to do so they were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled 

for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because 

she had received the spies in peace. 
32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of 

David and Samuel and the prophets— 33who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, 

obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 

won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.  

1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 

and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 
2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before 

him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of 

God. 

This is the Word of the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 
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WE LOVE UNDERDOGS 

 Have you noticed that the Olympics are on? 

I am a huge fan, and I have attended three 

Olympics in Los Angeles, Calgary, and 

Atlanta. If you watched the Opening 

Ceremonies, you got a sense of that feeling of 

oneness with the world that you can feel in the 

air when you attend in person. It is truly 

electric! Everyone is happy and smiling. In the 

stands you sit among people from around the 

globe, all cheering. And usually everyone 

cheers for everyone competing.  

 But it seems there is a special feeling for 

the underdogs. Sometimes the underdogs are 

from developing countries like the Jamaican 

Bobsledders.  This year they are the Refugee 

Team made up of refugees from Syria, The 

Congo, Ethiopia and South Sudan. 

EDDIE THE EAGLE 

 At Canada’s winter Olympics in 1988, there 

was a long jump athlete from the United 

Kingdom named Eddie the Eagle. He was the 

first athlete from the UK to compete in the long 

ski jump since 1929. He finished last and next 

to last in the ninety meter and fifty meter 

jumps.  

 Yet Eddie still became the darling of the 

Calgary games and now there is a movie about 

him and his persevering personality called 

Eddie the Eagle. I recommend it for a lesson in 

perseverance. (Hugh Jackman plays his coach!) 

UNDEREDOG 

 The majority of us love the persevering 

underdog who tries to beat all the odds against 

him or her, like Charlie Brown. We always 

hope he’ll win a baseball game someday or 

kick the football Lucy holds for him.  

 Remember there was 

an animated cartoon show 

on TV called Underdog 

that was popular when I 

was small. 

 The dog was a humble 

shoeshine boy dog until 

there was someone in 

trouble that he needed to 

rescue. Then he would 

quickly transform into a superhero but still 

bumble around and eventually find a way to 

save the day! I thought it was really funny! It 

lasted on TV for almost ten years.  

 Wally Cox was the voice of Underdog. 

Every episode would end with this scene: A 

crowd of people would look up into the sky and 

say, "Look in the sky!" "It's a plane!" "It's a 

bird!" After this, a little woman wearing glasses 

would exclaim, "It's a frog!" Another onlooker 

would respond, "A frog?!?"  

 To this, Underdog replied: “Not plane, nor 

bird, nor even frog, It's just little old me.” At 

this point, Underdog would crash into 

something, and then say, “Underdog.” 

THEY’RE MORE LIKE US 
 Why do we like Underdogs? It’s not 

surprising that science has analyzed this human 

tendency: 

 More than eighty per cent of participants in 

a 1991 research study said they would rather 

root for an underdog than a team that was 

favored to win. 

 More recently, in a study published in 

Personality and Social Psychology, researchers 

asked seventy-one participants to imagine that 

two teams were going to compete in an 

Olympic swimming event. In all pairings, the 

participants said they would prefer to see the 

lower-ranked team prevail over the higher-

ranked one, even if that higher-ranked team had 

been the underdog in a previous scenario. 

Merely framing a team as an underdog makes 

us more likely to root for it. 

 They found that one of the reasons for 

choosing the underdog is the perception that the 

underdog has a warmer personality and is 

slightly more competent than the front-runner 

because they had to overcome more odds 

against them.  

 

Another factor in favoring an underdog, 
like Eddie the Eagle,  

is the ordinariness factor.  
Eddie was perceived to be more like the 

rest of us in comparison to the  
super athletes or super champions  

of ski jumping. 
 

http://psp.sagepub.com/content/33/12/1603.abstract
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 We tend to cheer for someone or for a team 

of people who we can relate to and feel a 

personal bond with because they are more like 

us.  

HEBREWS 

 In the book of Hebrews, the writer of 

Hebrews was trying to do the same thing. He or 

she was trying to tell stories that would help the 

community of the Hebrews relate to God and 

remember their connection to their faithful 

ancestors to inspire endurance in the midst of 

being persecuted.  

 The new Christ following community were 

the underdogs. The new Christians were 

developing a whole new way of following God 

that focused on the teachings of Jesus and his 

Way of faith.  

 The Hebrews author was connecting their 

present day situation to their Jewish role 

models who showed them many years ago how 

to be faithful during trails and hardships. 

 The author of Hebrews was building up the 

resilience of the new community of believers 

who were navigating unmapped, uncharted, and 

very scary territory. These Christian underdogs 

were being persecuted for their faith, and even 

killed while in the process of defending their 

new faith and developing new disciples for 

Christ.  

 The Hebrews were a Jewish community 

identifying themselves as people of grace, not 

people of the law. But this new way of being 

faithful put their lives in peril.  

RAHAB 
 So how did they develop a Christian 

community despite the odds against them? 

They kept telling the inspiring stories of faith in 

their history. They gave examples of 

perseverance and endurance by heroes of faith, 

who didn’t give up in the past so they wouldn’t 

give up in the present.  They told and retold the 

stories of Moses, and even Rahab! I love that 

she is included in their list. Her story isn't often 

told, but the author of Hebrews lifts her up as 

an example of great faith.  

 
 

Talk about underdog! Rahab  
had all the odds stacked against her!  

In the book of Joshua you can read about 
this amazing woman who not only 
survived in an ancient patriarchal 

society, but she ran her own business  
to sustain her children.  

After converting to Judaism, she married 
Joshua and was included in the lineage 

leading up to the birth of Jesus. 
 

 Rahab would make an awesome comic 

book superhero. When Joshua was about to 

conquer Jericho, he first sent two spies to scout 

out the land for Israel. Well, they didn't scout 

out the land so much as they went straight to 

Rahab the prostitute's house. (She was not a 

Jew at that time.) 

 When the king of Jericho asked Rahab to 

bring out the spies, she tells a faithful lie that 

the spies were not there anymore, when in fact 

she had hidden them on her roof in stacks of 

grain from the harvest.  

 After the king left, she told the spies that 

she had heard of all the good things God had 

done for the people of Israel and she protected 

them in the name of their God. 

 Rahab said to Joshua’s spies, "The Lord 

your God is the supreme God of the heavens 

above and the earth below." 

RAHAB MADE A DEAL  
WITH THE ISRAELITES 

 Rahab made a deal with the Israelites that 

her whole family would be spared from the 

battle of Jericho.  

 After the fall of Jericho, Rahab converted 

and her courageous faith is held up as an 

example throughout the Bible. The underdog 

Rahab is mentioned as being part of Jesus' 

family tree, one of only a few women to have 

that distinction. 

 The other women in the genealogy were 

Tamar (Genesis 38), Ruth (Ruth1:4), and 

Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11).  

THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES 
 Beth Birkholz, a Lutheran Pastor in Atlanta, 

Georgia says, “Rahab's story teaches us that 

having faith can be scary and tough, but 

rewarding. We are taught that we are gifted 

with faith, but my experience has taught me 
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that faith is also something that comes and 

goes, like the Spirit. When I've been in 

transition times in my life, waiting to see what 

my next call or adventure might be, I struggle 

between feeling just fine in God's care and 

being terrified and trying to control everything. 

But what Hebrews teaches us is that when we 

do this, when we engage in the tough work of 

faith like Rahab, we are in very good company. 
 “The cloud of witnesses are the saints that 

have gone before us, paving a path for us to 

follow. The passage says we are: surrounded by 

a great a cloud of witnesses, who help us lay 

aside every weight and the sin that clings so 

closely, and they inspire us to run with 

perseverance the “race that is set before us, 

looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of 

our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was 

set before him endured the cross.” 

 We are, in fact, always surrounded by 

underdog super heroes, who have great faith. 

 Birkholz went on to say, “We are 

surrounded, by a cloud of witnesses who have 

been through what we will go through, and 

much worse things. They surround us with their 

stories that we still tell for inspiration and hope. 

They surround us with memories of their 

faithful actions and in that way they are still 

present with us.”  

 And among all these faithful, the one we 

are to hold up to the light is the biggest most 

powerful and humble underdog hero of all, 

Jesus Christ. He is the one we are to imitate the 

most, the one who endured the most for our 

benefit, because he is the underdog who loves 

us the most of all our heroes in the faith.  

GANDHI 
 I’m still thinking about India after having a 

wonderful trip visiting Dharamshala, Delhi, 

Varanasi and Agra. All the India money has the 

image of their Hindu leader, Mahatma Gandhi 

on the rupees, because he is their greatest hero. 

He was another underdog hero, humble and 

peaceful, who won independence from Britain 

for India through non-violence. Gandhi often 

praised Jesus, describing him as “a completely 

innocent man, who offered himself as a 

sacrifice for the good of others, including his 

enemies, and became the ransom of the world.” 

He called Jesus' self-sacrifice on the cross, “the 

perfect act.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 H.G. Wells once said, “I am an historian, 

and I must confess as an historian that this 

penniless preacher from Nazareth is irrevocably 

the very center of history. Jesus Christ is easily 

the most dominant figure in all history.” 

 Let us always thank God for our greatest 

underdog hero of all time: our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Benediction: 
 This week as you see other 
underdogs around in your world, on 
the street pan-handling, and even in 
your own family, have the com-
passion of Jesus for them, for Christ 
is there within. 
 And may the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you now and forever more. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Cindy Alloway 
Presbyterian Church of the Roses 

2500 Patio Court 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405 


