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Calibrate  
to 

 Collaborate 



First Sunday after Christmas 

First time here? We are happy to have you visit with us and hope  

that your worship experience is blessed.  Please pick up a free Welcome bag in  

the narthex. All are invited for coffee and fellowship in Bowen Hall after the service. 

Children with you? Activity materials for young worshipers  

are in the entry way. Childcare and Sunday School are provided during  

the service. Assistance needed? Large print bulletins and  

hearing devices are available from the ushers. 

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP  

* O ne  a s t e r i s k  s i g n i f i e s  t h e  co n gr ega t io n  s t a n ds  i f  a b l e .   

T h e  b o l d  t yp e  i s  s po k en  by  t h e  co n gr ega t io n .  

PRELUDE    “The Lord is my Shepherd”    by Thomas Koschat 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     (Please sign the red friendship pad and pass it.)  

THE RINGING OF THE CHIMES 

 

INTROIT                “New Songs of Celebration Render”           by Louis Bourgeois, 1543

       

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)  

Jesus is the light of the world, 

the light no darkness can overcome. 

Stay with us, Lord, as we close out the old 

and bring in the new, a new year awaits us.  

Let your light, your new-born son, shatter the darkness we live in. 

Let us worship God! 

 

*HYMN #727    “ Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”  Richard Gillard, 1977 

 

 *CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER (in unison) 

In this season of the year where we celebrate the birth of your son O God, we can 

choose to proclaim your name, but we so often prefer to talk about the unimportant 

instead.  We could tell others of your gracious deeds, but instead we choose to 

compare notes about the latest gossip we have heard.  We could choose to let you 

guide our lives, yet so often we let the talking heads do our thinking for us. 

We do this, because we forget who you have called us to be. We forget that,  



you have called each of us by name.   

You remember that we so often put our trust and faith in others, and not in you. You 

remember how we chase after idols, and forget to follow you.  You remember us 

daily, and you give us the opportunity each and every day, to follow the example 

your son Jesus set before us.  You remember us faithful God, forgive us for not 

remembering you, and who you have called us to be.  Amen 

*WORDS OF AFFIRMATION (responsively) 

In the silence, in the dreams, in the wonder, in the words,  

God comes to save us and have mercy upon us. 

It is fitting that we offer our thanks and praise to the One who forgives us.   

Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   #579    Gloria Patri 

CALL FOR OFFERING 

OFFERTORY “O Jesu so Meek, O Jesu so Kind”    Cologne 1629 arr. by Margrethe Hokanson 
 

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

HYMN #450  verse 2          PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison)  

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word;  

 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower;  

Raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power. 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 63:7-9 

         This is the word of the Lord!  

Thanks be to God!             

  

ANTHEM      “Wonder....”          arr. Jay Althouse

  

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: Romans 12:1-8 

         This is the Word of the Lord!  

Thanks be to God! 

  

SERMON        “Calibrate to Collaborate”                 Elder, Chris Rhodes 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 



GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

May our God of Christmas be with you. 

And also with you. 

Put your trust in the one who has come. 

We offer our hearts willingly to our God. 

Join all creation in praising God. 

We join in the chorus of glad songs to God. 

In that not so silent moment, you spoke to creation,  

God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come. 

For us, those shaped in your image, where our hopes and dreams for life take root,  

we put our trust and faith in you O Lord. 

Prophets came to praise your name, and to bring us back to you.   

Then you sent us Jesus, Pioneer of salvation, to proclaim your name to us. 

With those who are shy and silent, with those who persist in glorifying you,  

we offer our thanksgiving. 

 

Holy, holy, holy are you, ever-loving, ever-present God.  

All creation praises your name. Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed is the One who puts their trust and faith in you.  

Hosanna in the highest!  

 

In the silence of the night, your holiness became human,  

our God, and you blessed us with Jesus, Child of grace. 

When he could have stayed with you, he came to offer us help. 

When he could have stayed in Nazareth, he got up to bring us the good news. 

When he could have played it safe, he shared his flesh and blood on the cross,  

so that we might have life through his resurrection. 

As we celebrate the gift of Jesus’ life, as we remember his death and rising to new life, 

 we proclaim that mystery called faith: 

  

Christ died, putting his trust in you; 

Christ rose, taking on the resurrection,  

Christ will come again, to carry us home to you. 

 

In these moments of silence and sacrament, send your Spirit upon all of those  

gathered here in this place, and on the gifts of the Bread and Cup.  

As we eat of the bread, send us out to serve,  

  the hungry and the homeless,  



  the lost and forgotten,  

  the broken and battered, 

all whose hopes for life have disappeared. 

As we drink from the cup may we see the  

  lonely and forsaken, 

  the hurting and ridiculed,  

  the oppressed and imprisoned, 

all whose dreams have become nightmares. 

And when we are gathered to your side, we will proclaim your glory to our brothers 

and sisters around the Table, our praise being offered to you, God in Community, 

Holy in One.  We praise you for the birth and life of your son Jesus and pray the 

prayer he taught us saying:  (The Lord’s Prayer)  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS  

 

HYMN # 527  "Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup" Sing as the elements are passed.  (Please 

hold the bread until all are served so we may eat together as a church family (gluten free 

wafers are in the center of the plates). All of the cups are filled with grape juice. You may drink 

the cup when it is passed symbolizing your individual relationship with our loving God.)  

 

COMMUNION PRAYER (unison) 

We thank you, O God, that through Word and Sacrament you have given us your 

Son, who is the true bread from heaven and food of eternal life.  So strengthen us in 

your service that our daily living may show our thanks, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen 

 

*HYMN #700   “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” African American spiritual 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE      “Psalm XIX”   by Benedetto Marcello (1686 -1739)  

                                   arr. by Theodore Dubois (1837 - 1924) 

  

 

 



 

          Prayer Requests: Please include in your prayers 

                                Those mourning the loss of a friend or family member 

 

 Please pray for the family of Dottie Blades who passed away Dec. 17th. 

Her memorial will be Friday, January 27 at 4:00 pm. 

 Please pray for the family of Sam Imbimbo who passed away on Dec. 9th. 

His memorial will be Saturday, February 25 (time tbd). 

 Please pray for the family of Barbara Semmelmeyer who passed away recently. 

 Please pray for the family of Betty Smith who passed away recently. 

 Please pray for the family of Barbara Saunders, who passed away Nov. 19th. 

Her memorial will be Saturday, January 21st at 3:00 pm. 

 Please pray for the family of Marti Sepulveda, who passed away November 3rd. 

 
Please pray for those facing health issues 

John Baker 

Judy Bello 

Dan Boland 

Bob Bunting 

Helen Burns 

Jim Chestnut 

Vern Cooper 

Jackie Del Carlo 

 

Ray Foreaker  

Wendy Galde 

Sheryl Gobble 

Helen MacKenzie 

Ted McCarthey 

Bill Moberly 

Marie Patchin  

Randy Pierce 

 

Albert Reil 

Virginia Rylett 

Pamela Sage 

Vera Patten 

Rhonda Patton Knoles 

Bob Simmons 

Ed St. John 

Ines Teague 

Bob Weber 

Those serving in our military  

Sgt. David A. Dickens, USAF Jason Morse, Coast Guard Lt. Ian Alloway Culver, 

 Lt. Col. David Trowbridge, M.D. is stationed at the Joint Air Force Base Elmendorf-

Richardson in Anchorage, Ak and serves as a Cardiologist with the Alaska Native Medical 

Center, Ed and Dale Loranger serving in Afghanistan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Alloway, Pastor 

Barbara McElroy, Director of Music 

Althea Wright, Accompanist  

Cassie Carroll, Director of Young Adults & 

Family Ministries 

Chelsea Howard, Sunday School Teacher 

Eddie Seamans, Director of Youth Activities 

Ruth Canniff, Office Administrator 

Nancy Morgan, Finance Administrator 

Jami Knuthson, Receptionist 

Susan Jenkins, Rosebud Preschool Director 

 

Liturgist: Linda Burille 

 

Flowers are given by Karen 
Bowles, who wishes you a happy 

and hopeful New Year! 
 

2500 Patio Ct. Santa Rosa, Ca 95405 

Phone:707-542-4272   

Email: office@churchroses.org 

Website: www.churchoftheroses.org 
CCLI#1153510 & CVLI#503696701 
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BEING MORTAL SERIES: Sundays, Jan.8th, 15th & 22nd from 11:30–12:45 includes 

luncheon. Learn about our health care system and it’s limitations. Being well informed 

will not hasten your death, we promise! Look for RSVP inserts in upcoming bulletins! If 

you RSVP, you will receive a book that summarizes the bestseller by practicing surgeon, 

Atul Gawande.  

PAINTING THE STARS: Wednesdays Science & Theology Advent Study 7 pm - Jan. 4th  

EPIPHANY VESPERS EVENING SERVICE: Friday, January 6th, 5:30-6:15 pm 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN: Third Tuesdays of the month/ 10:30 am Bible Study, 12 pm 

Salad Potluck Luncheon. Learn about Council on Aging and their services. 

BOOK CLUB: Third Thursday of the month at 3:30 pm: Jan. 19th  “The Art of Hearing 

Heartbeats” by Jan-Philipp Sendker. Planning Meeting Supper at Jeanne N’s. 

FILM CLUB: Fourth Thursday of the month at 2 pm: Jan. 26th  The Quiet Man with John 

Wayne and Maureen O’Hara, an Irish classic. 

WIDOW SUPPORT GROUP: Meets 4th Thursdays at Adel’s Diner 11:30 am-1pm 

SENIOR EXERCISE: Mondays at 10 am. Jan. 2nd - Enter through parking lot.  

NO MHS BREAKFAST Dec. 23rd – Jan.6 (resumes Mon. January 9th) 

 

 2017 church envelopes are available in the Narthex. 

 Officer Retreat & New Officer Training will be Saturday, Jan. 14th  

 Directory: Please let the office know if you would like to update your 

information in the directory. 
 DON’T FORGET TO RSVP FOR THE BEING MORTAL SERIES 

“Living is a skill.” Atul Gawande 

JANUARY 6 
EPIPHANY 


