
  

  

 
 

Reaching Out with Nurturing Love to All God’s People 

 

 

 

     Temple of Flesh 
  by Jane Cocke Perdue 

 

She was chosen, my 

betrothed–promised to me  

by family tradition 

and expectation to bear  

my progeny. We were 

unknown to one another, 

barely had we spoken, yet 

I watched her belly swell 

and wondered how 

she lost her innocence? 

to whom? and when? 

She would be stoned for such, 

so I offered privacy 

to save her from disgrace– 

a plan thwarted in the night,  

a voice:  

“Take her Joseph; she is innocent. God builds in such a way you cannot comprehend. 

Do not send her away. She bears God’s Temple of the Flesh.” I, Joseph, who use my 

hands to build with stone and wood cannot understand God’s spirit overshadowing 

Mary with the plan of Divine Conception. How near death came to her before His 

birth, had not an angel’s tongue proclaimed her innocence! 
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First time here? We are happy to have you visit with us and hope  

that your worship experience is blessed.  Please pick up a free Welcome bag in  

the narthex. All are invited for coffee and fellowship in Bowen Hall after the service. 

Children with you? Activity materials for young worshipers  

are in the entry way. Childcare and Sunday School are provided during  

the service. Assistance needed? Large print bulletins and  

hearing devices are available from the ushers. 

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP  
* O ne  as t e r i s k  s i gn i f i e s  t he  co ng re ga t ion  s ta nd s  i f  a b l e .   

T h e  b o l d  t y p e  i s  sp ok e n  b y  th e  co ng re ga t io n .  

 
PRELUDE      “Noel Pour Hautbois”    (Now is born the child Divine)  
                                                            - Trad. French Carol arr. by Richard Warner 
     
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (Please sign the red friendship pad and pass it.)  

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS 
 
THE RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING LITURGY – Love (from Matthew 1) 

One: People of God, today we hear the story of an angel appearing in a dream. 

Many: Joseph was a righteous man who heard God’s messenger. 

One: Because of his deep faith, he trusted in God’s steadfast love. 

Many: When we know God’s love, we can extend it to others. 

One: Today we light a candle to symbolize the steadfast love of God.  

We hope in the One who will come. We pray for God’s peace to prevail.  

Our joy will come with Jesus, God’s son. God’s love never ends. 

(Light the candles of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.) 

One: People of God, remember you are God’s beloved children. 

Many: We celebrate God’s steadfast love! 

 
INTROIT    “Joy to the World”    arr. Valerie W. Stephenson 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)  

Come and experience the wonder of God’s presence.  

We are family! The family of God! 

The grace that came to us with God’s son, our savior,  

brings us into community and wholeness, not just once a year, but 24/7.  



Our God has loved us and been with us before our beginnings and after our 

endings. May we be open to receiving eternal hope, joy, peace, and love.  

Let us worship God!  

*HYMN #121   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”     arr. Louis Henry Redner  

 *CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER (in unison) 

Living God, moved by the coming of Christ into our lives, we seek to be your 

people. Order our lives with repentance and with compassion for all. We often fail 

to live faithfully for you and in harmony with one another. Help us to comprehend 

the great love with which you opened yourself up to our world, so that we may 

risk opening ourselves in love toward all your people. Let the peace of Christ 

guide us, and let Christ’s message of hope in all its richness live in our hearts and 

show through our lives. Amen 

 

*WORDS OF AFFIRMATION (responsively) 

The good news in Christ is that when we face ourselves and God with an awareness of 

our need, we are given grace to grow and courage to continue on our journey. In the 

name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  

Thanks be to God for the precious gifts of loving forgiveness and merciful grace!  

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   #579    Gloria Patri 

 

CALL FOR OFFERING 

OFFERTORY              “Silent Night”         by Franz Gruber - Arr. by Fred Bock

  

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

HYMN #450  verse 2   PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison)  

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word;  

 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower;  

Raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power. 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 7:10-14 

         This is the word of the Lord! Thanks be to God!    

               

ANTHEM     “Mary Sat A-Rockin'”      Greg Gilpin 

 



SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:  Matthew 1:18-25 

 Holy Wisdom, Holy Word! Thanks be to God! 

 

SERMON         “Emmanuel - God With US!”       Rev. Dr Cynthia J. Alloway 

*HYMN #115        “Away in A Manger”      James R. Murray, 1887 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (responsively) 

We bless you, our God, mighty sovereign power, gentle caring  

mother. You do not forget your children.  

We bless and thank you God, for your great gifts to us. 

You bless us with your forgiving love, with the vision of your kingdom,  

shedding light in our darkness.  

Bless us and disturb us, mysterious God,  

with a clear vision of your kingdom here on earth.  

And as we voice our hopes to you now, may they strengthen us,  

reassure us, and transform us for a bright future with you. 

We pray for those caught up in violence, wars, disputes,  

and disharmony here and around the world.  

We pray for the homeless, excluded from what the rest of us are doing during Advent; 

those who are cold, hungry, and struggling to hold on to hope.  

We pray for those who are ill, coping with pain, fearing the worst,  

and for the health professionals who intervene to provide caring treatment.  

We pray for those in difficult relationships,  

especially the broken, lonely, and forsaken ones.  

We pray for those suffering in silence,  

fearful that no one will understand their problems.  

Into the chaos of this world a fragile child will come – yelling in the night for his 

mother, needing milk, swaddling clothes, and warmth.  

We pin our hopes on you, little baby God. Your embodiment of love pushed 

through pain out into a world of poverty in a bleak midwinter.  

Thank you for providing hope, peace, joy, and love in the form of Emmanuel, Jesus 

Christ, our Prince of Peace who taught us to pray saying: (The Lord’s Prayer).  

 

*HYMN #144    “In the Bleak Midwinter”                      Gustav Holst, 1906 



BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE     “1. Noel by Louis”    Claude Daquin 

  
Why do we light the Advent Wreath: The Gospel of John speaks of Christ as the true 
light coming into the world. In commemoration of that coming, we light candles for the 
four weeks leading to Christmas and reflect on the coming of Christ.  It is significant 
that the church has always used that language—the coming of Christ—because it 
speaks to a deep truth. Christ is coming. Christ is always coming with healing and 
hope, always inspiring our troubled world to bring peace.  
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Flowers are given by  

Robert and Marjorie Cortez  

in celebration of their 26th 

wedding anniversary. 

 

2500 Patio Ct. Santa Rosa, Ca 95405 

Phone:707-542-4272   

Email: office@churchroses.org 

Website: www.churchoftheroses.org 
 

Maximum tax benefits depend on timing. Here’s how to complete your 2016 
gift to Church of the Roses by year end. 

IMPORTANT: The last date to complete many gifts is  
               2 pm Friday, Dec. 30, 2016. 

 Gift checks mailed via U.S. Postal Service with postmark and check 
date on or before Dec. 31, 2016 will be counted for 2016 regardless of 
when they are received or deposited by Church of the Roses. 

 Gift checks with check date Dec 31, 2016 and hand-delivered to the 
church office by 2:00 pm Friday, December 30th will be counted for 
2016 regardless of when they are deposited by Church of the Roses. 

 Checks dated December 31st, and placed in the collection plate on 
Sunday, January 1st, will be considered 2017 donations. 

 

mailto:office@churchroses.org
http://www.churchoftheroses.org/


 

        Prayer Requests: Please include in your prayers 

                                Those mourning the loss of a friend or family member 

 

 Please pray for the family of Sam Imbimbo who passed away on Dec. 9th. 

 Please pray for the family of Barbara Semmelmeyer who passed away recently. 

 Please pray for the family of Mel Jones who passed away recently. 

 Please pray for the family of Betty Smith who passed away recently. 

 Please pray for the family of Barbara Saunders, who passed away Nov. 19th. 

 Please pray for the family of Marti Sepulveda, who passed away November 3rd. 

 Please pray for the family of Jim Taylor, whose sister-in-law Julie, passed away. 

 

Please pray for those facing health issues 

 
John Baker 
Judy Bello 

Dan Boland 
Bob Bunting 
Helen Burns 
Jim Chestnut 
Vern Cooper 

Jackie Del Carlo 
 
 

Ray Foreaker (recovering 
from fall. Cards welcome.) 

Wendy Galde 
Sheryl Gobble 

Helen MacKenzie 
Ted McCarthey 

Bill Moberly 
Marie Patchin  
Randy Pierce 

 

Albert Reil 
Virginia Rylett 
Pamela Sage 
Vera Patten 

Rhonda Patton Knoles 
Bob Simmons 

Ed St. John 
Ines Teague 
Bob Weber 

Those serving in our military  
Sgt. David A. Dickens, USAF Jason Morse, Coast Guard Lt. Ian Alloway Culver, 

 Lt. Col. David Trowbridge, M.D. is stationed at the Joint Air Force Base Elmendorf-
Richardson in Anchorage, Ak and serves as a Cardiologist with the Alaska Native 

Medical Center, Ed and Dale Loranger serving in Afghanistan.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do NOT bring food. 

 2017 church envelopes 
will be available next 
Sunday. 

 Officer Retreat & New 
Officer Training will be 
Saturday, Jan. 14th  

 Directory: Please let the 
office know if you would 
like to update your 
information in the 
directory. 



TODAY!  CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
“Journey to Joy” arranged by 
Barbara McElroy.  ALL DONATIONS 
BENEFIT F.I.S.H., the largest Food 
Pantry in the Redwood Empire. 
Presented by the Choirs of Faith 
Lutheran Church, First United 
Methodist Church, Presbyterian 
Church of the Roses. 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 at 3:00 pm here at Presbyterian Church of the 
Roses, 2500 Patio Ct. Santa Rosa 

 PAINTING THE STARS: on hold until January 4th!  
Wednesdays Science & Theology Advent Study 7 pm  

 HOLIDAY CRAFT NIGHT & POTLUCK Preschool & PCOR: Dec. 15th 5:30 pm  

 JOY OFFERING: collected Dec. 18th  

 PW CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON – NOT a potluck! Dec. 20th noon 

 BOOK CLUB: Third Thursday of the month at 3:30 pm 

 FILM CLUB: No movies in December. 

 WIDOW SUPPORT GROUP: Meets 4th Thursdays at Adel’s Diner 11:30 am-1pm 

 NO MHS BREAKFAST Dec. 23rd – Jan.6 (resumes Mon. January 9th) 

 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: Dec. 24th at 7 pm. 
Celtic harpist, Sing the carols, Family friendly  

 CHRISTMAS DAY: Dec. 25th at 10 am 

 EPIPHANY VESPERS EVENING SERVICE: Friday, January 6th, 5:30-6:15 pm 

 SENIOR EXERCISE: Mondays at 10 am. Enter through parking lot. 

 BEING MORTAL SERIES: Learn about our health care system and it’s 
limitations. Being well informed will not hasten your death, we promise! 
Sundays, Jan.8th, 15th & 22nd from 11:30–12:45 includes luncheon. Look 
for RSVP inserts in upcoming bulletins! If you RSVP, you will receive a book 
that summarizes the bestseller by practicing surgeon, Atul Gawande.  

DON’T FORGET TO RSVP FOR THE BEING MORTAL SERIES! 
“Living is a skill.” Atul Gawande 


