
  

  

 
 

Reaching Out with Nurturing Love to All God’s People 

 

 
This painting called the “The Peaceable Kingdom,” depicts Isaiah 11: 6-8.  
It was created by Edward Hicks who died in 1849. He was an American folk 
painter and distinguished Quaker minister.  This painting depicts Quaker 
pacifist values, hospitality, and missionary efforts towards Native 
Americans. 
 
 
 

December 4, 2016 | Worship 10 am 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
 

 Presbyterian 
   Church  
of the Roses 

  
 



 

First time here? We are happy to have you visit with us and hope  

that your worship experience is blessed.  Please pick up a free Welcome bag in  

the narthex. All are invited for coffee and fellowship in Bowen Hall after the service. 

Children with you? Activity materials for young worshipers  

are in the entry way. Childcare and Sunday School are provided during  

the service. Assistance needed? Large print bulletins and  

hearing devices are available from the ushers. 

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP  
* O ne  as t e r i s k  s i gn i f i e s  t he  co ng re ga t ion  s ta nd s  i f  a b l e .   

T h e  b o l d  t y p e  i s  sp ok e n  b y  th e  co ng re ga t io n .  

 
PRELUDE    “Jesus Joy of Man's Desiring”    by J.S. Bach 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     (Please sign the red friendship pad and pass 

it along for the whole pew to sign.)  
 
THE RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING LITURGY – Peace (from Ezekiel 34) 

One: People of God, Ezekiel the prophet called for people  

         to take better care of each other. 

Many: We want peace to overcome discrimination, neglect and cruelty. 

One: We will reach out to the weak, the lonely, and the injured  

         to provide the care they need. 

Many: God will seek out the lost and bring the flock together again. 

One: Today we light a candle to symbolize God’s peace.  

         We hope in the One who will come. We pray for God’s peace to prevail. 

(Light the candles of Hope and Peace.) 

One: People of God, we are the flock of the Great Shepherd. 

All: We give thanks for the light of God’s peace! 
 
 
INTROIT by Bellissimo   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   arr. Barbara Baltzer Kinyon 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)  

The prophet Isaiah declared that justice and peace  

shall come through the family of Jesse. 

This justice shall be for all of creation. 

Peace shall be established in all the world. 

Get ready! Prepare for God’s peace to reign!  



Blessed be God who does such wondrous things! 

Let us worship God! 

 

*HYMN#104  “O Lord, How Shall I meet You?”       Melchior Teschner, 1614 

 

 *CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER (responsively) 

May these be the days 

when conservatives will share  

   a garden with liberals; 

when people of all faiths and none  

   will offer safety to each other. 

 

May these be the days 

when bullies and the tormented 

   will serve side by side at the shelter; 

when little ones will show grownups  

   the paths we have forgotten to follow. 

  

May these be the days 

when justice will put on the tool belt  

   filled with faithfulness, peace, and healing; 

when the most vulnerable around us 

   will shower us with a harvest of hope. 

  

Patient and loving God, we so easily launch ourselves in preparation for 

Christmas parties and the swirl of social events; but we forget that the true 

preparation is the readiness of our hearts to receive you. We let the fears invade 

the very center of our lives and find ourselves changing, moving from your light to 

the darkness of despair. Help us look again at our lives and turn them around so 

that they may be in tune with your will and your welcoming ways. Help us 

prepare to show hospitality to those in need on behalf of you. We live far too much 

in darkness and fear. Forgive us, patient and merciful God. We ask this in Jesus’ 

Name, AMEN. 

 

*WORDS OF AFFIRMATION (responsively) 

Though the darkness seems so deep, do not fear. God is with us.  

I declare to you in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

Thanks be to God for mercy and grace! Alleluia! Amen. 

 



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   #579    Gloria Patri 

 

CALL FOR OFFERING 

OFFERTORY      “O Little Town of Bethlehem”    arr. by Fred Bock 

   

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

HYMN #450  verse 2   PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison)  

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word;  

 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower;  

Raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power. 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 

         This is the word of the Lord!  

Thanks be to God!    
               

ANTHEM        “Somebody Build a Manger”        by Joel Raney 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING:  Romans 15:4-13 

         This is the Word of the Lord!  

Thanks be to God! 

 

SERMON         “Welcoming the Stranger”  Rev. Dr Cynthia J. Alloway 

 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

May our God of Advent give you hope. 

May God grant you peace. 
Let us lift our hearts to God who offers righteousness to all. 

We open our hearts to the One who loves justice. 
Children of God, rejoice in the One who call us  

   to live in harmony and welcome everyone.  

In those days when chaos reigned, 

creation appeared, Coming God, 

as you spoke the Word 

   which caused snow to cap mountains; 



as you breathed the Spirit 

   which give life to sheep and shepherds; 

as your steadfast loved shaped 

   all that is beautiful and good. 

All this was intended for those clothed 

in your image of grace and hope, 

   but we insisted on putting on sin’s coat, 

   cinching death’s belt around our ways. 

Through the prophets of every age, 

we heard your words of encouragement, 

   but chose to keep looking for life 

   in the seductions offered to us by sin. 

So, in that moment we least expected, 

Jesus came, to baptize us with 

the Holy Spirit’s peace and hope. 

  

Holy, holy, holy are you, God who gives hope to all. 

All creation gathers your harvest of peace. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is the One who stands beside the most vulnerable. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

  
In your holiness, God, we find righteousness and justice; 

in your Child, Jesus, we discover our salvation and hope. 

As we inch closer to Bethlehem, as we wait for the kingdom to draw near, 

we sing of that mystery which comes as faith: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

  
Now in these days, as we gather around the table gifted  

with the bread and the cup, may your Spirit of wisdom rest on us, 

   so we may recognize the vulnerable and welcome their gifts in our lives; 

may your Spirit of might rest upon us,  

   so we may stand up to injustices around us; 

may your Spirit of unity rest upon us, so we may resist all people, 

   all words, which seek to divide us; 

may your Spirit of compassion rest upon us, so we may remember, and serve,  

   the hungry, the homeless, the lonely, in this holiest of seasons. 

  

And when your harvest of peace 



comes at the end of all time,  

and we are gathered with our sisters 

and brothers around your heavenly feast, 

we will sing and glorify you forever,  

as we pray the prayer your son, Jesus, taught us saying:  (The Lord’s Prayer)  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS  

 

HYMN#527  "Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup" Sing as the elements are 

passed.  (Please hold the bread until all are served so we may eat together as a church 

family (gluten free wafers are in the center of the plates). All of the cups are filled with 

grape juice. You may drink the cup when it is passed symbolizing your individual 

relationship with our loving God.)  

 

COMMUNION PRAYER (unison) 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 

yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your spirit 

to give of ourselves for others and to show hospitality to all. In the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

*HYMN#123 (verses 1, 2, 5)  “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”  Richard Willis, 1850  

 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE  Gloria Patri (From the Magnificat) by J.S. Bach arr. by N.I.. Nervina 

  
The Gospel of John speaks of Christ as the true light coming into the world. In 
commemoration of that coming, we light candles for the four weeks leading to 
Christmas and reflect on the coming of Christ.  It is significant that the church has 
always used that language—the coming of Christ—because it speaks to a deep truth. 
Christ is coming. Christ is always coming with healing and hope, always inspiring our 
troubled world to bring peace.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgist: Kay Young 

 
Flowers are given by Dick and 

Yvonne Draper in celebration of 

their 59th Wedding Anniversary.   

THE OFFICE WILL BE PRINTING NEW 

DIRECTORIES (no photos). If you 
would like to change your 
Preferred contact information or 
add a cell phone of email address, 
please contact the office. Thank you. 



 

        Prayer Requests: Please include in your prayers 

                                Those mourning the loss of a friend or family member 

 

 Please pray for the family of Betty Smith who passed away recently. 

 Please pray for the family of Barbara Saunders, who passed away Nov. 19th. 

 Please pray for the family of Marti Sepulveda, who passed away November 3rd. 

 Please pray for the family of Jim Taylor, whose sister-in-law Julie, passed away. 

 Please pray for the family of David Downard, whose wife died unexpectedly. 

 Please pray for the family of Fay St. John who passed away recently. 

 Please pray for the family of Alan Reil who passed away recently. 

  
Please pray for those facing health issues 

John Baker 
Judy Bello 

Dan Boland 
Bob Bunting 
Helen Burns 
Jim Chestnut 
Vern Cooper 

Jackie Del Carlo 
Wendy Galde 

Sheryl Gobble 
Sam Imbimbo 

Helen MacKenzie 
Ted McCarthey 

Bill Moberly 
Marie Patchin  
Randy Pierce 
Albert Reil 

Virginia Rylett 

Pamela Sage 
Margie Snater 

Vera Patten 
Rhonda Patton Knoles 

Bob Simmons 
Ed St. John 
Ines Teague 
Bob Weber 

 

Those serving in our military  
Sgt. David A. Dickens, USAF Jason Morse, Coast Guard Lt. Ian Alloway Culver, 

 Lt. Col. David Trowbridge, M.D. is stationed at the Joint Air Force Base Elmendorf-
Richardson in Anchorage, Ak and serves as a Cardiologist with the Alaska Native 

Medical Center, Ed and Dale Loranger serving in Afghanistan.  
 

 The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Alloway, Pastor 

Barbara McElroy, Director of Music 

Althea Wright, Accompanist  

Chelsea Howard, Sunday School Teacher 

Eddie Seamans, Director of Youth Activities 

Ruth Canniff, Office Administrator 

Nancy Morgan, Finance Administrator 

Susan Jenkins, Rosebud Preschool Director 

2500 Patio Ct. Santa Rosa, Ca 95405 
Phone:707-542-4272   

Fax:707-542-5109 
Email: office@churchroses.org 

Website: www.churchoftheroses.org 
 

Music & Video License numbers: 
CCLI#1153510 & CVLI#503696701 

 

TODAY FREE COMMUNITY CONCERT AT 2 PM! SONOMA 
COUNTY CHAMBER SINGERS! ALTERNATIVE & FREE TRADE GIFT 

MARKET AFTER CHURCH! THE GIVING TREE IS UP IN BOWEN HALL! 

mailto:office@churchroses.org
http://www.churchoftheroses.org/

