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CHRISTMAS COMES 

 

Christmas comes every time we see God in other persons. 

The human and the holy meet in Bethlehem 

                                                                         or in Times Square, 

For Christmas comes like a golden storm on its way 

 To Jerusalem– 

 Determinedly, inevitably . . . 

Even now it comes 

In the face of hatred and warring– 

No atrocity too terrible to stop it, 

No Herod strong enough, 

No hurt deep enough, 

No curse shocking enough, 

No disaster shattering enough– 

  For someone on earth will see the star, 

  Someone will hear the angel voices, 

  Someone will run to Bethlehem, 

  Someone will know peace and goodwill: 

  The Christ will be born! By Ann Weems 



First time here? We are happy to have you visit with us today and hope  

that your worship experience is blessed.  Please pick up a free visitor bag in  

the narthex. All are invited for coffee and fellowship in Bowen Hall after the service. 

Children with you? Activity materials for young worshipers  

are in the entry way. Child care (2-3yrs) and Sunday School are provided during  

the service. Infants with a parent may enjoy our quiet room while listening to the 

service. Assistance needed? The ushers have large print bulletins 

 and hearing devices for you. 

 

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP   
* O n e  a s t e r i s k  s i g n i f i e s  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  s t a n d s  i f  a b l e .  

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e r v i c e  t h e  b o l d  t y p e  i s  s p o k e n  b y  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  

PRELUDE       The God of Abraham Praise Improvised by G Winton Cassler 

     

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (Please sign the red friendship pad and pass it 

along for the whole pew to sign.)  

 

THE RINGING OF THE CHIMES          

 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING LITURGY – Hope (from Habbakuk 1-3) 

The Gospel of John speaks of Christ as the true light coming into the world. In 

commemoration of that coming, we light candles for the four weeks leading to 

Christmas and reflect on the coming of Christ.  It is significant that the church has 

always used that language—the coming of Christ—because it speaks to a deep truth. 

Christ is coming. Christ is always coming with healing and hope, always inspiring our 

troubled world to bring peace.  

 

One: People of God, prophets like Habbakuk pointed to a future hope, our Savior. 

Many: No one knew when he would come. 

One: They only hoped they would recognize the Messiah, the Son of God. 

Many: We wait with hope for the One who has come and is coming. 

One: Today we light a candle to symbolize our hope. We hope in the One who will 

come.                                     

(Light the candle of Hope.) 

One: People of God, a New Hope is coming! 

All: We will rejoice in the Lord! 

 

INTROIT by Voena Children’s Choir   “Oh Come Oh Come Emmanuel"  
   



*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)   
Gracious God, shake us awake, for we await you. We wait for signs of hope.  

Shaping God, awaken the earth and come, for we await you.  

We wait for signs of peace.  
Surprising God, tear open the heavens and come, for we await you.  

We wait for signs of joy.  
Mysterious God, enliven our hearts as we worship you in wonder and trust.  

We wait for signs of love, on this day and in this season. Let us worship God! 
 

 *HYMN #82  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”     by Rowland H. Prichard, 1830 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER (responsively) 

God of light, once again we approach the season of Advent unprepared.  

We are not always alert to your coming; we are too busy with preparations of our own 

design. We are exhausted by trying to do everything ourselves,  

and cannot keep our focus on watching for you.  

Like your people of old, we do not call upon your name, except to blame you.  

Yet, you are our maker, and we are all the work of your hand. Forgive us and 

restore us. Illumine our lives, that we may be witnesses to your faithfulness. 
God of justice and peace, from the heavens you rain down mercy and kindness,  

that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder before your marvelous deeds.  

Raise our heads in expectation, that we may yearn for the coming day of the 

Lord and stand without blame before your Son, Jesus Christ.  

 

WORDS OF AFFIRMATION (responsively)  

Advent alarms us! God awakens us from drowsy worship, from the lazy ways that 

neglect love, and the sedative of misdirected frenzy.  

God awakens us now to Christ’s coming, and bends our angers into God’s peace. 

In the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Alleluia!  Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE      #581  Gloria Patri 

CALL FOR OFFERING 

OFFERTORY by Voena     "Hashivenu"   

 

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

HYMN #450  verse 2   PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison)  

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word;  

 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 



Thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower;  

Raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power. 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 

This is the word of the Lord! Thanks be to God! 

 

ANTHEM       “Christmas Chant and Processional”      arr. John Purifoy

      

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 24:36-44 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word! Thanks be to God! 

 

SERMON       “Waiting for Jesus”   Rev. Dr Cynthia J. Alloway 

 

*HYMN #86 (vs 1-3) “The People Who Walked in Darkness”  by Sally Morris, 2008 

 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE  (responsively)  

We faithfully seek and find our mighty God in the most unlikely places as a child in a 

stable, and by way of an empty tomb. May God hear these prayers, which come from 

the depths of our souls as we pray for Christ’s mercy and intercession. Silently first, let 

us lift up to God our personal prayers…. 

 

Out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and you, O God, shall judge between the nations. 

We pray for our nation, and all nations, that your compassion and peace would be 

manifest in every corner of the earth. 

Come Lord Jesus, and hear our prayer. 

 

In your Kingdom, O Lord, wolves lie down with lambs and children play with serpents 

without fear. We pray for the sick, the suffering, and those in distress of any kind 

(especially those we listed today…); that you would heal all injuries, comfort all grief, 

and settle all wrongs. 

Come Lord Jesus, and hear our prayer. 

 

In your Kingdom, O Lord, even the wilderness and dry land are glad and rejoice. We 

pray for those who are mourning the loss of loved ones, that they might find healing 

joy and gladness, so that sorrow and sighing might flee away. 

Come Lord Jesus, and hear our prayer. 

In the fullness of time, O God, you sent your son, to be born of our sister Mary.  

And his name was Emmanuel: God With Us. We thank you for your Presence with us, 



and we trust that you are always present with those whom we love  

but see no longer on this earth.  

Come Lord Jesus, and hear our prayer. 

 

O Christ, hear our prayers, restore us, and show us the glorious light of 

hope. Give us ears to hear, O God, and eyes to watch, that we may know your 

presence in our midst during this holy season of joy as we anticipate the coming  

of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray saying: (The Lord’s Prayer). Amen. 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE 

 

*HYMN# 87   “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”  by Geneva Psalter, 1551 

 

*BENEDICTION  

Go now and walk in the light of the Lord. 

We will stay alert for the Lord is near. 
Put on the armor of light and live openly and compassionately. 

We will pray for peace and justice for all God’s people. 
 

(Please be seated for a congregational meeting to elect the new officers of the church 

for 2017.)  

 

ELDER NOMINEES:  Steve Fenner, Bill Morgan, Jonathan Steele, Bob Wills. 

DEACON NOMINEES:  Robert Cortez, Jim and Kay Vick, Gary Smith, Pam Ryan,                 

Lucy Poindexter. 

 

POSTLUDE   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”      arr. by Richard Ellsasser 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Liturgist: Robert Cortez 

 
Flowers are given by 

 Beverly Mueller, 

 in honor of her brother,  

Richard Anderson’s birthday. 

Voena will be having a recital in Bowen Hall 

on Wednesday, December 14th around 5 pm 

and full concert at the Glaser Center in Santa 

Rosa on Saturday, December 17 at 7pm. 
VOENA Children’s Choir is a professional 

program, unique because of its no-audition 

policy. VOENA teaches children ages 5-18 

ethnically diverse music, instilling in them an 

appreciation and enthusiasm for different 

languages and cultures, promoting peace 

through the exchange of culture. 
 



 

                 Prayer Requests 

       Please include in your prayers 

                 Those mourning the loss of a friend or family member 

 

 Please pray for the family of Betty Smith who passed away recently. 

Her memorial will be at Windsor Presbyterian Church on Sunday, Nov. 27th 

 at 4:30 pm with a viewing at 4 pm. 

 Please pray for the family of Barbara Saunders, who passed away Nov. 19th. 

 Please pray for the family of Marti Sepulveda, who passed away November 3rd. 

 Please pray for the family of Jim Taylor, whose sister-in-law Julie, passed away. 

 Please pray for the family of David Downard, whose wife died unexpectedly. 

 Please pray for the family of Fay St. John who passed away recently. 

 Please pray for the family of Alan Reil who passed away recently. 

 

Please pray for those facing health issues 

John Baker 

Judy Bello 

Dan Boland 

Helen Burns 

Jim Chestnut 

Vern Cooper 

Jackie Del Carlo 

Wendy Galde 

Sheryl Gobble 

Sam Imbimbo 

Helen MacKenzie 

Ted McCarthey 

Bill Moberly 

Marie Patchin  

Randy Pierce 

Albert Reil 

Virginia Rylett 

Pamela Sage 

Margie Snater 

Vera Patten 

Rhonda Patton Knoles 

Bob Simmons 

Ed St. John 

Ines Teague 

Bob Weber 

 

Those serving in our military  

Sgt. David A. Dickens, USAF Jason Morse, Coast Guard Lt. Ian Alloway Culver, 

 Lt. Col. David Trowbridge, M.D. is stationed at the Joint Air Force Base Elmendorf-

Richardson in Anchorage, Ak and serves as a Cardiologist with the Alaska Native 

Medical Center, Ed and Dale Loranger serving in Afghanistan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Alloway, Pastor 

Barbara McElroy, Director of Music 

Althea Wright, Accompanist  

Chelsea Howard, Children’s Program 

Eddie Seamans, Director of Youth Activities 

Ruth Canniff, Office Administrator 

Nancy Morgan, Finance Administrator 

Susan Jenkins, Rosebud Preschool Director 
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 The 

PLEASE LABEL YOUR CRECHE WELL SO WE 

CAN RETURN IT AFTER CHRISTMAS! 

5:30 pm Dec. 2nd, Jan. 6th 

Relaxing,  uplifting…. 

A Church of the Roses Tradition 
  

Christmas is the season of giving!  
Each year the Deacons organize the Christmas Food 

Basket and Giving Tree programs to help needy 
people in our community. This year there will be no 

gifts to purchase and wrap. Instead, the Giving Tree will 
give you the opportunity to donate funds towards either 

Vietnam Veterans or the Boys & Girls Club.  

We will be providing 40 Vietnam Veterans  
with a large basket of food and  

The Boys and Girls Club across the street with supplies. 

The Giving Tree will be up from  
November 27th to December 11th.  

Thank you in advance for making Christmas great! 
  
 

   

Cash accepted or 
make Checks payable 
to PCOR, with Giving 
Tree in the memo OR 
donate via Paypal on 

our website. 

Join Pastor Cindy for this 
Advent Study! Begins this 

Wednesday, Nov. 30th at 7 pm!  


