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The written notice

24.
25. It was the third hour when they crucified him.

And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothékey cast lots to see what each would get.

26. The written notice of the charge against hiedr&@ HE KING OF THE JEWS.
27. They crucified two robbers with him, one on tigght and one on his left.
29. Those who passed by hurled insults at him,isbakeir heads and saying, "So! You who are gaingestroy the

temple and build it in three days,
30. come down from the cross and save yourself!"

31. In the same way the chief priests and the &rachf the law mocked him among themselves. "Hedathers,"

they said, "but he can't save himself!

32. Let this Christ, this King of Israel, come dowow from the cross, that we may see and belieMedse crucified

with him also heaped insults on him.

Stories of the crucifixion appear in each of the
four gospels. They are consistent on eight common
elements:

1. Jesus carried the cross to Golgotha.

2. He was crucified at the old stone quarry that
was just outside the walls of the city of
Jerusalem.

3. He was offered a drink of wine mixed with
myrrh.

4. There was division of his garments among
those people who witnessed the crucifixion.

5. The time was the third hour — 9:00 a.m. when
they began.

6. Crucifixion of Jesus took place between two
robbers; one was crucified on either side.

7. There was taunting and making fun of Jesus.
8. A placard was created identifying the charge.

Matthew says that the placard was positioned over
Jesus’ head, and therefore it was attached tortdss.c
That's plausible. It was unusual for the Romans to
tack placards to the crosses of their victims,astists
have positioned it there for centuries according to
Matthew and Luke’s descriptions.

The placard said, “Jesus, the Natzorean, king of
Judea.”

The Chief Priest protested. He said make it say,
“He claimed to be King of the Jews.”

Pilate said, “No, | have written what | have
written.” (John 19:22)




If you look at the bulletin cover you will see a

replica of a sign that say§lesus, the Natzorean, the
King of the Jews (or Judeans).”

The top language is Aramaic. (Can you recognize

the Hebrew letters?)
The second is Latin.
The third is Greek.

The word Natzorean did not refer to the small
village of Nazareth where Jesus was raised, but to
Jesus’ ancestral relationship to King David. Two
nephews of Jesus, the sons of his half brothegsjud
were denounced and interrogated by the Romans as
well. His cousin, Simon (Bar-Cleopha, who was the
second bishop of Jerusalem) was also crucifiediesp
being of advanced age, also for being a Christiaa w
was descended from David. (see Eusebius, HE IIl 12,

20, 32)

The strongest case for Jesus being King of the
Jews comes not from what he did, nor from the words 10.
of Romans, Jews or anyone else. It comes from what

he thought about.

What do you think about when you know you are
in trouble? Anger? Self-pity? Depression? Revenge?

All of these?

Jesus would have been entitled to any one of
those. From upon the cross and beneath the sigus Je

recited a psalm. The Gospels only record a poxion
what he said, but | want you to hear all of it. dloe

could have any doubt that Jesus knew all of it by

heart, and prayed it from the heart.

The psalm is called, “Psalm 22.” This psalm was
written a thousand years before Jesus hung on the
cross, but just imagine the added meaning fromsJesu
who made it his prayer from the cross. It changes t

meaning in SO many ways.

* *

(Read by Anita Pinney, with music by Althea Wright

from the cross at the front of the church.)

1.

8.
9.
11.

14.

16.
17.
19.
20.
21.

22.

23.
24.

25.
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My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why
are you so far from saving me, so far from the word
of my groaning?

. O my God, | cry out by day, but you do notvaeis

by night, and am not silent.

. Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; youtlzee

praise of Israel.

. In you our fathers put their trust; they tagstand

you delivered them.

. They cried to you and were saved; in you they

trusted and were not disappointed.

. But I am a worm and not a human, scorned bgret

and despised by the people.

. All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, kag
their heads:
"He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescumbhi

Let him deliver him, since he delights in him."

Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made m
trust in you even at my mother's breast.

From birth | was cast upon you; from my mother'
womb you have been my God.

Do not be far from me, for trouble is near #mere

is no one to help.

| am poured out like water, and all my bonesart
of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted
away within me.

. My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my

tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me i
the dust of death.

Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has
encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my
feet.

| can count all my bones; people stare and glear

me.

. They divide my garments among them and cast lot

for my clothing.

But you, O LORD, be not far off; O my Strength,
come quickly to help me.

Deliver my life from the sword, my preciouselif
from the power of the dogs.

Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; save me
from the horns of the wild oxen.

I will declare your name to my brothers; in the
congregation | will praise you.

You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you
descendants of Jacob, honor him! Revere him, all
you descendants of Israel!

For he has not despised or disdained the sudfef

the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from
him but has listened to his cry for help.

From you comes the theme of my praise in tkeatgr
assembly; before those who fear you will | fulfitly
VOWS.




26. The poor will eat and be satisfied; they wheksihe
LORD will praise him-- may your hearts live
forever!

All the ends of the earth will remember andtto
the LORD, and all the families of the nations will
bow down before him,

for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rublesro
the nations.

All the rich of the earth will feast and wonshall
who go down to the dust will kneel before him--
those who cannot keep themselves alive.

Posterity will serve him; future generationdl e
told about the Lord.

They will proclaim his righteousness to a peojt
unborn-- for he has done it.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

We add nothing to these words with commentary.
We only say, “Our fathers and mothers put theisttru
in Thee”; the people we have loved and admired most
put their trust in Thee; the people who followed
Moses to a new life, and the people who follow 3esu
to be born anew put their trust in Thee.

So let me not be so afraid that | cannot do the
same when | am in trouble.

Friends, if you don’t get in trouble once in a
while, you're not doing your job.

The sign said, Jesus, the Natzorean, King of the
Jews. So was he? King of the Jews? Well he might
have been.

Solomon was a Judge of the Jews.

Saul was the first king of the Jews.

David was a king of the Jews.

There were many others. When the kingdom
divided into the northern and the southern portions
there were twice as many Jewish Kings.

But it is the_Christiarscriptures that say Jesus is
King of the Jews, while Jews say he was not King of
the Jews. (Moses Maimonidesthirteen principles
regarding the coming of the Mess)ah

Frankly, “King” doesn’t work so well for us any
more. Even *“elected” or “appointed” or “exalted”
doesn’t work too well when we consider who to give
our heart to.

What words work for us, if not king?

The gospel writers give us plenty of choices: All
of these words describe “Messiah” — the Anointed
one. If | read one that you like, write it down ated
me which one you have selected.

Jesus/Immanuel — God With Us
Mighty God
Wonderful Counselor
Everlasting Father
Prince of Peace

Holy One

Lamb of God

Prince of Life

Lord God Almighty
Lion of Judah

Root of David

Word of Life

Author and Finisher of our Faith
Advocate

The Way

The Truth

The Life

Dayspring

Lord of All

Son of God

Good Shepherd
Savior

Chief Cornerstone
King of Kings

Lord of Lords
Righteous Judge
Light of the World
Head of the Church
Morning Star

Lord Jesus Christ
Resurrection and the Life
Horn of Salvation
Alpha and Omega

That's just the “short list” of what his friendsuh
to say.

This is not what Jesus’ friends called him; it is
what his enemies called him. We can’t do much about
that moniker, except demonstrate our own
uprightness. Can we learn anything from the taunts
that get nailed above our own heads from time to
time? We might be tempted to say, “No, we can't
learn anything from that,” and let it go.

But the truth is a good critic can be quite helpful




It depends upon the critic. Usually a family
member or a friend will try to say something nice
or nothing at all.

“Flybys” will hurl something, and then dash off.

The “tactless” don’t really care; they are just

looking for a quarrel.

These are not particularly good critics.

Pilate was none of that. Pilate was an “expert
critic” for Jesus. Experts will take the time tcallg
read your work. Their feedback will be a healthy
mixture explaining both the good and bad qualigés
your writing. Expert critics don't criticizgou — just
your work, or how it went in a particular moment,
from their point of view. We CAN learn from that.
We need to adore them. We need to bake them
cookies. We need to buy them lots of gifts. From th
point of view of literary criticism, that's when ydl
truly start to understand the value of constructive
analysis.

He is the meanest of the judges on “American
Idol,” a television show. He is “the man they loe
hate.” Most of that is just hype. Simon Cowell is a
star-maker and star-breaker on American Idol. $e i
the brains behind the show itself. (I hate to adhat
| already have a couple of favorites on Americaol Id
this year.)

Simon Cowell’'s words are harsh more often than
they are kind, and he doesn’t sugar coat it. Yoghtni
get tired of being with him, and bristle at him cjy.
You would not want to play 18 holes with him. Bt i
you can make a critic like this happy, you havealan
lot.

Jesus chose his critics well: they were no lean th
the Chief of the Priests, and the ruler of theities.
And, WOW, DID HE MAKE THEM MAD!

What was their final judgment? Pilate said, “He’s
king of the Jews.”

PILATE WAS HIS OWN IRONY. (I'll give you
time to think about what that might mean.)

So what did friends call Jesus? And what did
enemies call Jesus? It matters to Jesus — to ydu an
me, not so much.

*

Before God we stand alone, naked, warts, scars,

blurry vision, poor hearing, scaly skin, glaucoma,
metal parts, and all that. Standing before Godhat t
end of our days is not a beauty contest; it isasgbf
wine with a friend from the road, at the end of dag.

We talk about the course, what were your best shots
how many did you hit into the ruff? And wasn't it a
so much fun.

Did you fight the good fight; did you run the good
race? Were you...

- Merciful?
Humble in spirit?
Hungry and thirsty for righteousness?
A maker of peace?
Pure in heart?
A Light for the world?
A Good shepherd?

PICk one of those, and ride it all the way inte th
ground.

Jesus didn’t call you to remain anonymous.

God didn’t summon you to be person who walks
in the sun, but leaves no shadow.

We don’t get to write our own “final written
notice,” anymore than Christ did. But the way weeli
our lives will make it clear what must be said ef u

Jesus never declared himself the king of anything
in this world.

It was only the people who followed him, listened
to him, broke bread with him, were baptized by him
both then and now — who made this proclamation.

King of the Jews? Well maybe. But it doesn’t
really say enough for me. Celebrities and kings and
heroes on statues come and go.

Be your own hero. Be the star of your own story.
To your own self be true.

And if you need a companion, then invite Jesus to
be keeper of your heart. The Way, the Truth, tHe,Li
The Good Shepherd, the first star of Morning, which
is the sun.

If we can do that, then we won’t be standing at th
foot of a cross reading the final notice, we w# in
the company of God.
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